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Strobilanthes twangensis (Acanthaceae), a new species from the East
Himalayas

John R. I. Wood1,2 , Dipankar Borah3, Lod Yama4 & Puranjoy Mipun5

Summary. A new species, Strobilanthes twangensis J.R.I.Wood & D.Borah is described from Arunachal Pradesh State
in northeastern India near the border with Bhutan and Tibet. The new species is illustrated with photographs and
its possible relationships with other Himalayan species are discussed.
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Introduction
Species of Strobilanthes Blume have long been known from
along the southern slopes of the Himalayas from Afghan-
istan in the west to Myanmar and China in the east. In
general, species diversity rises eastwards and there are
many local endemic species in Nepal, Bhutan and
Arunachal Pradesh. All three regions have been largely
inaccessible for botanical exploration for extensive periods
over the last two hundred years and their botanical riches
have only gradually been revealed. Arunachal Pradesh
remains probably the least known of the three regions with
only occasional visits by botanical explorers like William
Grif�th and Frank Kingdon Ward in colonial times, and
few in the immediate post-colonial era. Only in recent years
has access become easier resulting in the rediscovery of
many poorly known species in the last decade (Wood
2016).

Although a tentative list of 22 species of Strobilanthes
occurring in Arunachal Pradesh was provided by
Wood (1994), no updated list has subsequently been
published. According to our reckoning, 32 species are
currently known from the state including the new
species described below. Several additional species are
likely to occur given their presence in neighbouring
parts of Tibet or Bhutan including S. medogensis
(H.W.Li) J.R.I.Wood & Y.F.Deng, S. urophylla Nees,
S. extensa (Nees) Nees and S. cruciata (Bremek.) Terao.
Certainly, two very rare species previously known from
elsewhere in India, S. pterygorrhachis C.B.Clarke and
S. glabrata Nees have been found recently in the state.
Six species are probably endemic to the state:
S. oxycalycina J.R.I.Wood, S. parvifolia J.R.I.Wood,

S. rhombifolia C.B.Clarke, S. secunda T.Anderson,
S. tubi�os (C.B.Clarke) J.R.I.Wood and the new species
described below.

Three of us (Dipankar Borah, Lod Yama & Puranjoy
Mipun) have had the good fortune to visit the Tawang
District in the extreme northwest of Arunachal Pradesh
State. This is inhabited by the Monpa people and is the
smallest district in the state lying adjacent to Bhutan in
the west and Tibet (Xixang) to the north. The district
encompasses a wide range of vegetation types from
mixed temperate forest at around 2000 m to alpine
vegetation at around 4500 m. Temperate forest is an
ideal habitat for Strobilanthes and the discovery of a new
species in this zone, in and around the Jang township, is
not entirely unexpected. The following description is
based on �eld observations, examination of the dried
type specimen and photographs of important morpho-
logical features of fresh specimens (Fig. 1).

Strobilanthes twangensis J.R.I.Wood & D.Borah, sp.
nov. Type: India, Arunachal Pradesh, Tawang Distr.,
Jang, 27°34'631"N 91°59'025"E, 2524 m, 1 Sept. 2018,
Dipankar Borah, Lod Yama & Mipun Puranjoy 098
(holotype CAL, isotypes ARUN, ASSAM).

http://www.ipni.org/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77197997-1

Weakly anisophyllous perennial herb; stems decum-
bent, rooting at nodes, forming extensive colonies
on forest banks (Fig. 2), eventually ascending to c.
50 cm high, glabrous. Leaves petiolate, slightly
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Fig. 1. A habit; B in� orescence from above; C stem showing leaves and in� orescences D leaf (adaxial surface); E leaf (abaxial
surface); F in� orescence; G corolla with bract; H bract; J bracteoles; K calyx lobes; L corolla opened out to show anthers; M ovary
and style. PHOTOS: DIPANKAR BORAH.
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